SIR HENRY ROSCOE
spirits or low, his company was a comfort and a delight. During a friendship of forty years I never saw him angry or impatient, and never heard him say an unkind thing about man, woman or child.
No one did more for the development of Owens College than Professor H. E. Roscoe, who succeeded Frankland as Professor of Chemistry in 1857, and held the Professorship until his retirement in 1885, when he was elected Member of Parliament for the Southern Division of Manchester. When he became Professor, Owens College was poverty-stricken, badly housed, with very few students. When he left, it was a university with very considerable funds, fine buildings, and more students than any other similar institution outside London. This was in the main due to Roscoe and Adolphus Ward, who was then the Professor of History, and subsequently Principal of the College. With the aid of Thomas Ashton, a rich cotton spinner who took a great interest in the College, they aroused the interest and obtained the assistance of many of the wealthy citizens of Manchester, who supplied sufficient funds to make these developments possible.
Roscoe was pre-eminently a man of affairs, with a very attractive and affable personality, sound judgment, energetic, persuasive, and very fertile in devising schemes. As an example of this, when during the early years of his Professorship, the Civil War in America had, by stopping the supply of cotton, thrown thousands of workpeople out of employment through no fault of their own, he with two others organised for their benefit a series of evening entertainments of various kinds. Some of these were concerts, some lectures on science with many experiments.
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